
Come To Bless (Mark 1:21-28)

Today’s gospel story occurred very early in the ministry of Jesus. Jesus had
been baptized by John and then spent time in the wilderness. He’d just
come into Galilee, announcing that he had good news to share. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John had heard Jesus’ message and left their fishing
nets to follow him, to become his disciples.

Peter probably suggested that the little group come back to Capernaum, for
that’s where Peter and his family lived. And so on the Sabbath, Jesus and
his new disciples went to synagogue at Capernaum.

Now the synagogue was different from our church. In the synagogue, there
was no music or singing. The synagogue was also different from the Jewish
temple. Sacrifices were made at the temple, but not at the synagogue.
Also, there was one temple--in Jerusalem--but there were lots of
synagogues. According to Jewish law, wherever there were 10 Jewish
families, a synagogue had to be formed. So, the purpose of the synagogue
was not to handle sacrifices or to sing or to listen to music. The purpose of
the synagogue was to teach—to teach local Jews about God—his laws and his
ways.

And there were no professional teachers. On any given day, anyone could be
called upon by the leader or ruler of the synagogue to teach. When I was
dating Paul, he and his family attended a rural church with no professional
minister. And so on any given Sunday, the person leading the service might
look around and say, “Let’s see…Sister Abbey, would you come up and read
our scripture for today?” “And now, Brother Mike, would you come up and
give us a message today?” That’s the way it was in the synagogue.

But on this particular day, the rabbi or teacher Simon Peter and his brother
Andrew had brought back home with them was called upon to come forward
and teach. We don’t know what Jesus taught about that day, but the Jews
of Capernaum were astonished at the way Jesus taught, for he taught them
like one who had personal authority. His teaching wasn’t at all like the
teaching of the scribes—and the scribes were considered the experts in the
law of God.
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Jesus is a liberator. Jesus doesn’t stand idly by while one of God’s children is
abused and used. Jesus charges in—no matter the danger or cost to himself.
He’s God-With Us, challenging our unclean spirits where we live, work, and
play. He’s always tirelessly working to free us from any demonic forces that
have us in chains.

And the story hints at the fact that Jesus has also come to set us free from
any demonic system that seeks to keep us from the abundant life God wants
for us—a system such as that of the scribes and Pharisees and their kind of
religion, religion based on quoting the scriptures and enslaving humankind in
all sorts of rules.

According to Todd Weir, “Mark is making this point: that the will and
purpose of God present in Jesus is engaging and fighting against the
purposes of evil that exist among humanity….Christ has come to shatter the
domineering designs that shackle people to lower standards for life than God
intends. Christ has come to free us from the demons like prejudice and
pride, greed and guile. Christ is among us…1

And the Lord doesn’t want to get us out of one system so that he can enslave
us in another. For he never dictates to us or forces himself on us. He

1 Weir, Todd, What Will You Do With Us, Jesus?
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