
Finding Our Way (Nehemiah 9:16-20; Acts 18:24-26; John 14:1-6)

In the opening chapter of her book entitled Travel Tips from a Reluctant
Traveler, Jeannette Clift George, told a little story. She wrote, “My cousins
live in Asheville, North Carolina, where Jesse is a prominent surgeon. He is a
fine man, a very gracious man, a very loving man, but a man who doesn’t like
cats. His wife, Frances, is a delightful person who loves cats.   One day, a
little neighbor girl ran crying to their house. Her cat had climbed up a tall,
slender tree and couldn’t get down. Jesse thought that was a good place for
a cat to be, but following Frances’ gentle persuasion, he said, ‘Let’s see what
we can do to help.’   The two of them decided that Frances, who is of small
stature, would grab the lower part of the tree and work it down until the
topmost branches reached Jesse. Then Jesse, who is quite tall, would scoop
the frightened cat from the top of the tree to safety. Their plan worked
well at first. Frances grabbed the part of the tree within her reach and
pulled it toward her. The tree tipped down like a thirsty giraffe, bearing a
tiny passenger on its head. The branches were almost to Jesse when Frances
lost her grip!   Whoom! The tree slipped from Frances’ hands and sprang
away with such great force that the cat was flung into space! Catapulted!
Claws out! Eyes wide! Approaching a certain but unknown destiny.   The little
girl was crushed, but the shock of her beloved cat’s mode of departure
stopped her sobbing. Frances was overcome by guilt because she and Jesse
had lost the little girl’s cat. Jesse tried not to laugh….A few days later,
Frances was in the grocery store and noticed a friend pushing a grocery cart
with cat food in it. She knew that her friend’s husband didn’t like cats any
more than Jesse did. ‘I see you have cat food. Do you have a cat?’ she
asked.   Her friend stopped, looked around to be sure no one else could
hear, and said that the strangest thing happened. She said that she and her
husband were sitting in the backyard when all of a sudden, out of nowhere, a
cat landed at their feet! She said that her husband looked at the cat and
then at her. He said, ‘Maude, the Lord has sent us a cat!’”

Now, after telling this story, the author had something to say about it. She
wrote, “The story gives me insight into the dilemma…and the bewilderments
I often find in life. I identify with that cat!”

Don’t we all! It seems like life is constantly flinging us out into unchartered
space. In the blink of an eye, we find ourselves somewhere we never
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Let’s face it, believing in Jesus is easy, well, relatively easy—easier certainly
than living the way he lived his life. Remember the story of Jesus and the
Rich Young Ruler. The Rich Young Ruler, like Apollos, was all excited about
following Jesus on the way to the presence of God, until he learned that it
wasn’t enough to just believe in Jesus. Jesus told him that he had to give
away his riches, for he was too focused on them—more focused on them than
on living the right way, Jesus’ way, a way more concerned with people and
relationships than things. In the end, the Rich Young Ruler wanted to keep
his riches more than he wanted to live the way Jesus lived, and thus he was
not able to travel the way that led to closeness to God. He believed in
Jesus, but he wasn’t willing to live the way Jesus lived.

If we want to follow the way of living modeled by Jesus, the way that leads
to closeness with God, it’s important that we believe in Jesus, but there are
several other things we need to do.

First, it’s important that we remove any stumbling blocks that might be
keeping us from going forward, such as a desire for riches or fame. They
may come to us on the way of the Lord, and if they do, well, and good, but
they should not be our primary concern, for they can trip us up. Other
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